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1. Opposition to the Conmunistie regime in Bohomfia is vory marked for the follow 
ing reasons: hee 


a. Terror, The government remains in power through terror of which even the 
older Communists do not approve. The latter had hoped that the Communist 
Party would find a way for carrying out its program with the support and 
sympathy of the people. Punishmait for contact with the Veet is not a 
deterrent to opposition. The more brutal the sentences, the preater is 
the courage of the people to replace those who have fallen. There is dig- 
trust between Communists and anti~Commnisteand fear of inforrors. Masa 
arrests oceur daily. In the spring of this yoar, 49 persons were arrested 
in Jachymov for an unknown reason. ALL of them vere sentenced to two and 
& half years’ foreed labor in the uraniun mines there. They receive no 
pay and are given only a "railway warrant" once a nonth for visits by their 

,  Pelatives. Among the 49 arrested wore a barber, a shopkeeper, a pensioner 

and an employee of the Jachynov agricultural department . 


b. Lew standard of living. The lonpg=pronised improvement in the standard of 
living has sot been realized. Wages are not in proportion to the prices 
of necessitiag, and the people do not understand why so many items are still 
rationed when they mow that in Yestorn Germany everything is obtainable on 
' the open market, Tn feneral, only very inferior gocds can be purchased on the 
free market in Czcchoclovalia, Only top party officials have attained a better 
standard of livine, but they are in a elass by themselves and differ from the 
former capitalists in being coarser and ridiculous, The people continually 
conpare present conditicns in an unfavorable way with those existing during 
the Pirst Republic, 1918-1938, For exanple, a worker who previously earned 
an} kes per hour paid 1+ Kes for a good afternoon snack, Now he earns fron 
10-20 Kes, up to a maximum of 30 Kes » per hour but he rust pay 30 Kes for a 
Sinilar neal. ages are decreasing. An employee earning 4,000 Kes in Decem= 
ber 1949 received only 3,000 Kes in July 1950. A Prague taxicab driver who 
owned three cabs was compelled to join a public transportation company and 
he now receives only 2,800 Kes in monthly wages. In stores large purchases 
are investicated and checked with the income of the buyer, If any purchase 
exceeding '700 Kes is rode on the fros narket, the police are allowd to ine 
vestigate. In one of the "Pramentt stores in Prague, a customer making a 550 
Kes. purchase wis approached by a edvillian agent who informed hin that if 
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his purchase had been larrer, the Intter would have been conpelled to 
woveal tho couree of his funds. 


e. Forced Labor, “orle has become conpulsory. Jorkers are driven to greater 
performance but with no increase in earnings, Tho people aro disturbed 
by the resinontation of their leieuro tine. They yearn for privacy, for 
branquility, and for an opportunity to live in accordance with individual 
desires, ‘orl pricades arc encountboring increasing opposition. 


d.  Fropaganda. Propacande is boconing intolerable and 45 aimed at the stunid, 
talk of patriotism and the duty to vork is regarded as mere patter and is 
ineffeetive, It ieritates by its systematic intensity and by proclaining 
obvious lies to be irrefutable faete. Consequently, proparanda accenplishes 
he royorse of its intention, It hag failod entirely to prove that the 
Ariericans have brougirt only misery to Jurope. Though attempts are made to 
debase tho memory of formor Procident Benes, he still is revered by the 
people and is not repranched for She events of February 1948. 


” 


Opposition to Conrumisn is apmaront in the followine wayss 
ppo pra % Wey: 


a. Only a small percentare of the people are nenbers of the Communist Party. 
In Zabehlice near Pranue it hes boon estinated that not more than 10 percent, 
of the peorle are confimmed Communists, Tho Yormunists believe that their days 
are numbered, Fring linistor aa0otocly hos for sonetina bean Suspected of 
making preparations in the event of an anti-Cortunist revolt, Silhavy, chaim 
maa of she District Jational Cormtttee in Beroun, stated in 4pril 19503 fe 
mow the vhole show will fail apart ono day or Zapotocity would not be gsotting 
passporsa to leave the country, Go and mad the inscription on tho old city 
gate."* The passports referred to by Silhavy vere obtained for Zapotocky! s 
dauchter and sopsinelaw, a German naned Schlerer, who Live at Oporilov in Prarue. 


b, About $0 percent of the people feel almost a fanatical resentment to any typs 
of opposition to the Ves$. Tt is aseumod that the sane pronortion of troons 
would desert at the Sirct opportunity and join the ‘lestern fercas. Meverthe- 
loss there is not ruch hope for an immediate internal uprising, 411 weapons 
are in tho hands of the Corrmnists, The fey remaining hidden veapons are de- 
teriorating because of lack of maintenanec, Nersover, an uprising vould have 
to be organized on a wide basis 4 the eentore of rebellion vere not to be 
suppressed lecally. 


¢. Most non-Corrmunists are hoping for a war, Korea is generally reparded as 
the beginning of such conflarpration, Anerican reversos are anxiously fol~ 
loved, but there ts 4 prevailing optinion because of the technical superiority 
of the Vest, The faith of the Cecchs arises from thoir unawerving convichion 
that in the conflict betueen right and urong, rieitt will inevitably triumph. 
This belicf is so strony that the Czceh people can continue to andure even 
freater moral blows without desing hope. Sven the convinecd Communists have 
indicated no enthusdasn ovar the Comsunist suecessas in Korea ac they Imow welll 
that this fichi is not decisive, 


d. The poorle are alyays guessing at dates vhen tho liberation will occur. Great 
hopes wore rlaced on 15 Ifay 1950 althourh 4% was not knoun why this date was 
sclected. “thon nothine haprencd at that vine and on subsequont dates, another 
day was mentioned imnediately. The fatilura of provious predictions did not 
scem to affect people's optimiom, Sueh in the power of wishful thinking which 
eives poonle the hore and courarea to Live, 


@, Folitical an’ party difforances among the non-Comiunists have boen entirely 
wiped out. At present there is no clear-ent varty issue except that of 
Communion vo. anti~Cormunigm, The opinion is widesproad thet the Czech 
National Socialist Farty and the Catholic Party, the tuo nomlarrist parties 
before the Tebruary coup, should not have pernitted the Commnigts to gain 
their novor, even thouch nothing could have intorfered with the coun. 


f, There is no enthusiasm for sports since they have becona Communiot—controlied. 
The Sokol movenont and the Czech youth organization continue to exiat because 
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Littlo is known about the conditions facing the oxiles abroad, The poonle have 
heard of tha Council of Free Czechoslovalria but not how it is composed, Thay 
would like to learn how the council operates abroad, to what extent the “lestern 
Powers, especially the U.S., recognize it, and whether 1t is accepted as the 
official representative of the Czech exile grouns, : 


Dr. Teter Zenkl tas the confidence of the people but it is folt that he should. 

speak more frequently on the radio and in a more encouraging manner, Frantisek 
Katil is often mentioned in the Sarieve Vary and Jachyrov districts, and his 

talks would be weleomed on the radic. Emil Ransdorf is mtased at home and remembered 
with fondness by his students who continue to surport hin. The reaction to Bohunil 
Lausman is indieated by tho following question: "hat on earth are they doing there 
(abroad) with that terook’ Lausnan?” 


The Caschs are opposed to Goneral Frehale, ews has seeped in from abréad and 
has been widely publicized that Prehala is unconpronisingly anti~Bones and that 
he is negotiating with the Sudetan Germans. Thus Frehala is reparded as an ad= 
venturer and hic movenent has no follovers at home and no prospect of Butrure. 
support» 


Prague gives tho following appearance: Tt is a city without joy, There are 
swarms of SUB police in untferma and tho people are terrorized and afraid to 
speak or to smile. Formorly people used to be friendly and they would start 
conversations in trains and elsevherc, Today, wumless they Imow one another, 
they suspect everyone. Few -parsons wear Communist Farty badges, Plenty of soods 
are seen in shopuwindows. There is no construction activity, and no houses are 
boing repaired, Only the building of the Stofantk bridge is progressing fairly 
wells; the road surface has been finished, The only large new buildings under 
construction is one apartment house in Zabeh2ico and six in Pankerac. 


This inseription reads: "Everything is temporary, the Lord alone 
ig eternal." 
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